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Abstract. Cyperus absconditicoronatus Bauters, 
Reynders & Goetgh. and C. unispicatus Bauters, 
Reynders & Goetgh., two new species of Cyperus L. 
(Cyperaceae) from Angola and Zambia, are recog¬ 
nized. Cyperus absconditicoronatus is a tall species 
(55-100 cm) characterized by a scaled rhizome, a 
single terminal capitulum, a ciliated spikelet bract, 
and deciduous spikelets. Cyperus unispicatus can be 

from slender rhizomes, a single terminal spike, and 
short involucral bracts. The taxa are described and 

bling species are discussed. 
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The genus Cyperus L. s. str. (Cyperaceae) includes 
696 accepted species worldwide (Govaerts et al., 
2008). Cyperus can be recognized by a usually 

lucral bracts, spikelets with several to many fertile 
and usually distichous glumes, the rachilla of the 
spikelet either persistent or not, the flowers without a 
perianth, and a trifid, less often bifid, or rarely 
nondivided style. 

During the examination of some specimens of 
Cyperus in the Ghent University Herbarium (GENT) 

authors, several specimens were encountered that 
could not be assigned to any known species in the 
genus (after identification with Kukenthal, 1935- 
1936; Chermezon, 1937; Hooper & Napper, 1972; 
Haines & Lye, 1983). One of the specimens (H. & E. 
Hess 52/545) was incorrectly identified by Mincier 
(1984) as Mariscus albopilosus C. B. Clarke (accepted 
name = Cyperus albopilosus (C. B. Clarke) Kiik.). In 
his master’s thesis on the Cyperaceae from Angola, he 
mentioned another specimen (H. & E. Hess 52/262) as 
“Mariscus sp. nov.” (Mincier, 1984: 180). Both 
specimens clearly belong to the same new species. 
In the herbarium of the National Botanic Garden of 
Belgium (BR), a third specimen (M. G. Bingham 

7042/2) of this taxon was found, incorrectly identified 

Mincier (1984: 182) also mentioned the only 
known specimen (H. & E. Hess 52/34) of the second 
new species, Cyperus unispicatus Bauters, Reynders 

new species in Cyperus sect. Bulbocaules (C. B. 
Clarke) Kiik., which is characterized by a swollen 
stem base. 

1. Cyperus absconditicoronatus Bauters, Reyn¬ 
ders & Goetgh., sp. nov. TYPE: Angola. Bie: 
Falls of Cutato River, S of [Kuvango]-Cuchi Rd., 
15 Sep. 1952, H. & E. Hess 52/262 (holotype, 
GENT). Figures 1, 2A, B. 

3, inilorescentia majore atque nucula oblonga, ab illo 

6-9 thick, with 
it crown-like 
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as the rhizome thickens; culms 55-100 X ca. 0.2 cm, 
slender, triangular, erect, ciliated with hairs on the 
ribs, scabrous, stem base not swollen. Leaves 5 to 8, 
all basal, lowest leaves reduced to their sheath; 
sheaths to 13 cm, cinnamon colored; highest leaves 
with blades; blades rough, 35-65 X 0.5-0.7 cm. 
Inflor< :ence a single, terminal, spherical head, 1.5-*= ,; 
1.6 cm diam.; involucral bracts 3, ciliated on the 
edges, 2.5-9.5 X 0.3-0.4 cm. Spikelets deciduous, 5- 
8 X 1-1.2 mm; spikelet bract 2-3 X ca. 1 mm 
(me; ired on folded bract), ciliated on the midrib; 
spikelet prophyll 2-3 X ca. 1 mm (measured on 
folded prophyll); glumes 2 per spikelet, distichous; 
first glume completely enveloping nutlet, 5-8 mm 
long, 12-veined; second glume strongly reduced, 3.5- 
4 X ca. 0.8 mm, midrib white. Flowers 1 per spikelet, 
bisexual; stamens 3, anthers ca. 7 mm; style 1-2 mm; 

trigonous, apiculate, black. 
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IUCN Red List category. Cyperus absconditicor- 
onatus should be classified as Data Deficient 
(DD) according to IUCN Red List criteria (IUCN, 
2001). 

Etymology. The epithet of Cyperus abscon- 
diticoronatus means “with hidden crown” and 
refers to the scales of the rhizome, which split 
crown-like. 
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Figure 3. Cyperus unispicatus Bauters, Reynders & Goetgh. —A. Habit. —B. I nil' n —C. Spikelet. —D. Nutlet. 
—E. Plant bases. From the holotype H. & E. Hess 52/34 (GENT). 

Relationships. Cyperus absconditicoronatus is a 
tall species characterized by a distinctly scaled 
rhizome, deciduous spikelets, and a ciliated spikelet 
bract. The closest resemblance was found in the 

species C. rhynchosporoides, the type of Cyperus sect. 
Ochrocephali Kiik. (Kiikenthal, 1935-1936). Howev¬ 
er, C. rhynchosporoides is much smaller in all aspects 
and has a slightly swollen stem base (Table 1). As 




